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From the Rector’s Warden’s Desk:

Another summer is coming to a close and soon the evenings will begin to chill and, before we know 
it, the green leaves will begin to transform and we will be admiring the beautiful autumn colors 
exploding in the trees all around us.   

Fall means many things to us.  It marks a return to school for many and to the regular rhythms of 
work for others.  We leave behind some of the leisure time of summer and take on more of the 
responsibilities of our lives.  We become busier and more focused and soon the hot sun and warm 
breezes of summer become just memories.  As the temperatures begin to drop, blustery winter, 
which only a few weeks before seemed to be so very far away, begins to seem so very close at hand. 
In this and other temperate parts of the world, the four seasons constitute a vivid reminder of the 
cycle of life—from one season to another and from one year to the next.  

Much has changed at the Church of St. Jude and the Nativity since the last time that the leaves 
began to show us their bold colors.  In the past year, we have learned to think of church in a very 
different way.  We have realized that the model that we have always known—a full time Rector who 
was often responsible for nearly every aspect of our community—is neither necessary or, in fact, 
even optimal.  We have come to see that a committed laity in partnership with part-time dedicated 
clergy can meet the needs of our parish.  More than that, we now know that this new model 
actually strengthens us as a church because it teaches us that we can each make a difference—
that we each have gifts that we can and should share with the rest of the community—that we can 
accomplish much more than we could ever have accomplished before.

We are not fully there yet.  There is still much to do.  We have seen that this new model can work 
but now we must fully embrace it.  Each of us must dig deep and discern the gifts that God has 
given us so that we can build on what we have already done.  

This Church has too many “committees” of just one person.  That is not good for the committee and
it is certainly not good for those individual members who would benefit from being more involved in
the work of the Church.  Ultimately, it is not good for the community as a whole because when we 
are not involved in the work of the church we are not sharing out greatest gifts with others.  This 
Church needs us.  If you have not already done so, please pledge your time and talent to those 
committees, groups and other ministries to which you are called.

Fall is also traditionally the time when we are asked to pledge our financial support to the Church 
for the coming year.  Our new model of ministry is much more financially sustainable than the old, 
but make no mistake about it—we need our giving to continue to grow in order to move forward.  In
our Stewardship drive this Fall, we will be asked to prayerfully consider our relationship with God 
and to return to Him a generous portion of the many gifts
that He has given to us.  

We have a unique opportunity to make our church much
stronger than it has ever been before.  It will only happen if,
with God’s help, we make it so.  Let’s do it. 

-Dan Ronca
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 Reflections at Summer’s End

A few weeks remain before Summer shifts to Fall.  But the arrival of
yellow school buses in the morning carrying children off to a new school
year heralds the end of warm, sunny days, trips to the shore or
mountains, waking to bird songs and ending the day with the songs of
crickets and katydids.

When the seasons shift at the Fall equinox, we know that the days are
getting shorter, the air is cooler and the vegetation around us is
beginning to die back with the approach of winter.  In this time of
shifting seasons, Christians celebrate the Feast of St. Michael and All Angels (September 29). It is 
no mistake that we celebrate the angels and holy guardians as we enter the “dark” seasons of the 
year.  “Angel” means “messenger from God.”  Jews, Christians, and Muslims recognize the four 
great archangels.  

Michael, “who looks like God,” holds the sword of light.  In the Book of Revelation, Michael leads 
the army of light in defeat of the devil.  Michael is the angel guardian who holds the light before us 
as we shift from longer days to the season of longer nights.

Gabriel, “hero of God,” is the angel of revelation who brings good news.  We remember Gabriel as 
the messenger who told Mary she would become the mother of Jesus, Son of God. Gabriel’s symbol 
is the trumpet.

Raphael is “divine healer.”  So Raphael is the angel who brings messages of healing and comfort.  
Raphael’s symbol is the sun.

The fourth archangel, least known to Christians, is Uriel, “light of God.”  Uriel is the angel who 
stands at the gate of the Garden of Eden with a sword of fire.  Uriel works to bring us the light of 
the knowledge and wisdom of God.

As we move into the Fall season, let us give thanks for the abundance and beauty of God’s creation 
which we’ve enjoyed during the spring and summer months.  Let us also give thanks for God’s holy 
messengers who come to us in many forms to guide us through the seasons of darkness and light 
in our own lives.

-Pastor Jude Meckling

PS:  My primary role is to lead worship with you on Sunday mornings. I am also available if you have
any comments, questions, concerns or would like pastoral support for yourself or for a loved one.  Feel
free to contact me by phone or text (610-659-8812) or by email (mecklingj.stjude@gmail.com) 

   
IN OUR PRAYERS

Prayer Chain (in alphabetical rotation) Shantha, Chido and Ranjit Ittyerah; Jane
Johnson; Donna Koryn; Noeleen Laing and family; Titi Lakeru-Rivers; Ajibola
Rivers; Jean Mackenzie and Martha Fuller; Chris, Lisa, Shane, Connor and Claire
Murphy.

 

We remember those for whom our prayers have been requested:  Sandra Bilotta,  Debbie Bouc,  
Felix Castro, Margaret Clark,  Anita Cronin, Wendy Curran, Helene Darmer, Nick DiMariano, Jerry 
Fausel, Ralph Fuller, Karen Glover, Jane Kennah, Tony Kennah, Kristine Kiosus, Donna Koryn,  
Mason McDowell,  Michael,  Clara Rhine, Barbara Richter, Joe Richter, Dorothy Rugg, Dorothy 
Schafer,  Victoria, and Michael Warner.  
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Mark Your Calendars

9/20: Godly Play & Sunday 
School begin (both will be 
held every other Sunday) 

10/25: Heritage Lunch

11/15: Chili Cook-Off 

12/5: Christmas Bazaar

mailto:mecklingj.stjude@gmail.com


 
PARISH LIFE

Can you imagine that Summer vacation has 
come to an end, most of the schools and 
colleges are back in session, and our Sunday 
Service is back to 10:30 a.m as of Sept. 13? 

Parish Life kicks off the Fall with the Welcome 
Back Picnic, and on October 25 we are bringing
back the Heritage Day Luncheon, always a very 
popular event.  We hope to have some 
international decorations showing our various 
nationalities.   Our old-timers know this is a 
time to shine and bring your favorite recipes 
(main courses, desserts, etc) that you grew up 
with from your heritage.  We will put out index 
cards so you can give us an idea of the origin of
the dish.  If you want to bring a copy of the 
recipe to share, this is always a good idea.  
Where can you go and get an international 
buffet and fellowship for the price of a dish you 
bring from home? 

 November 15 brings the Annual Chili Cook-Off 
which is becoming very popular and competitive 
and has had a different winner each year.  We 
hope Celine Childs will be back this
year to defend her title.  Everyone is
welcome to enter, adults and
youngsters with adult supervision. 
There have been many varieties of
chili from vegetarian, white, and
squash to good old fashioned Texan
Chili..  So dust off your recipes and

start testing so you can bring your best chili to 
coffee hour after the 10:30 a.m service that 
Sunday.  We will provide the drinks  and hot dogs
for non-chili eaters (yes there a few of us ) and 
some of you (Dan Ronca) need to have a chili 
dog.  The congregation will vote and I am sure 
there will be a prize for the winner.  

Christmas is coming and after we decorate the 
Church on Sunday December 20 after the 10:30 
service we will have our usual pizza lunch and 
pictures with Santa in the undercroft.  I am sure 
we all have a collection of pictures of our families 
with Santa.  I know mine goes out every year with
the Christmas decorations.  So make sure you 
mark your calendar to be there for this special 
picture and some pizza and fellowship with your 
church family before Christmas.  

As always, Parish Life is looking for new 
members, so if you have a few minutes on the 3rd
Sunday of the month, grab some refreshments 
and a cup of coffee and meet us in the church to 
see what we are all about.  Thanks to all for your 

efforts in making all events a success 
and my personal thanks to my 
committee who work so hard to 
bring these affairs about so that everyone
has a good time and good food.  See you 
all soon.  God's Blessing on you all.

-Donna Koryn, Parish Life Chair

WORSHIP

Godly Play will resume on September 20t and will be held on the first and third Sundays of October
and November. Beginning November 29 (the first Sunday in Advent), we will have Godly Play every 
week through Advent, plus December 27. A helper will be needed on Sunday, October 4 and 
Sunday, November 1. If you can assist with Godly Play on those Sundays, please see Jean 
MacKenzie or Tracie Vizza.  The Godly Play classroom is open to children age 3-6, though we have 
welcomed both younger and older children to participate in our stories, art response, and feast. 

The Worship Committee is working with Pastor Jude to plan special services for the Fall, and we're 
already talking about next year's Lenten Soup and Salad series! Over the Summer, we have worked
with members of the choir to select Sunday hymns. If you have ideas or concerns about worship at 
St. Jude's, or if you would like to be a member of the Worship Committee, please see Jean 
MacKenzie.

-Jean MacKenzie
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 TAKE NOTE 

10:30 am Service 
resumes on 9/13



OUTREACH

Among my many life quotes is, “I can’t change 
the world but I can change my little piece of 
the world.”  Through Outreach, we at St. 
Jude’s can change, not only our little piece of 
the world, but lives all around the world too.  
By giving to the various charitable programs 
that we participate in, we are changing the 
lives of so many in need.  

Once again, Outreach will be participating in 
“Warming Philly” beginning in September 12 
through December 5.  This is a clothing 
donation program where we collect new or 
gently used winter clothing items that will be 
given to homeless people throughout 
Philadelphia.  Other items that can be donated
are shoes and blankets as well as gloves, hats 
and scarves.  

Outreach will continue our regular programs 
as well.  We continue to collect donations for 
Habitat for Humanity though the Sawyer the 
Bear Quarters for Quarters program.  An 

ongoing donation program for Outreach is 
collecting non-perishable food donations for 
Colonial Neighborhood Council, which is our 
local food cupboard.  

Every day is a new day to start thinking about 
the needs of others and how we can help; our 
own needs are never as great as those that 
have little or nothing.  Many of you have 
expressed a desire to participate in a “hands 
on” outreach program and hopefully we will do 
that soon.  I hope that we will have full 
participation for whatever program that God 
calls us to.  

As always, I am so grateful for each of you and 
the generosity and support you have always 
given to our Outreach programs.  May God 
continue to love and bless each of you for 
helping so many others in their time of need.  

God Bless,
-Natalie Castro, Outreach Chair

 
PROPERTY UPDATE

Come Join us for a workday on September 26. 
We will have lots of jobs to accomplish to get the 
church cleaned up for the Fall.  Leaves and 
sticks need to be collected.  Inside, kitchen 
cleaning and getting cleaning and arranging 
storage closets.  Lots to do, big jobs and little.  

Just an hour or two of time is a great help. It’s a 
great opportunity to meet and get to know 
members of St. Jude's. 

The vestry decided our garden needed 
professional help to make sure we have a 
beautiful place for our members and the public 
to share.  It is also a memorial garden and we 
owe it to those whose memories grace the 
grounds.  Professional help is costly and to keep 
our cost to the minimum we hope 
members/families will consider taking an active 
part in helping maintain areas of the garden.  

We will have a plot plan available so 
members/families will be able to choose an area 
of the garden to maintain.  We will make sure 
that all those who chose to participate will be 
duly recognized for their efforts.  

If you have any questions please feel free to 
contact me.  484-680-0248 or 
d.pierce61@yahoo.com.
  

-Dave Pierce,  Property Committee Chair
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
   
I am really looking forward to a new adventure in managing and teaching Sunday School this year. 
A tremendous THANK YOU and loads of gratitude to Heather Ronca, who faithfully organized and 
taught Sunday School for many, many years at St. Jude. We cannot thank you enough for your 
dedication! Another big change is that church school will meet every other Sunday, the same as 
Godly Play, starting on September 20. We are currently evaluating a couple of different curriculums
to see which one fits best with our group. As many of you know, our school-age kids are all in one 
"class," one-room schoolhouse style, so we strive to choose programs and activities that everyone 
can enjoy and learn from. Now that some of our children are getting older. we are also exploring the
possibility of joining with another local Episcopal church's youth group to offer more interesting 
activities and opportunities for our older kids. Please stay tuned for more information as we look 
into that further. 
 

We are also hoping to do another Sunday School hosted coffee hour - our first one was a lot of fun 
and a big success! Thank you to all of our Sunday School teachers, who I am hoping will return 
again this year. If you are interested in picking up a few weeks or months leading our students, 
we'd love to have you. Please contact me at lisadmurphy11@yahoo.com or 610-513-5660 or let the 
office know. Thanks and Welcome Back - hope to see you on September 20!

 

-Lisa Murphy
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What Do You Think?

With the closing of St. John’s Church, Norristown, we at St. Jude have received some special 
gifts: two Della Robbias.  For those who might not know what a Della Robbia is (It’s OK; I didn’t 
know what it was either), a Della Robbia is a ceramic religious plaque.  They vary in size and 
image.  One of the plaques we have is very large and the other is smaller although, both are 
heavy as heck.

The vestry would like to get everyone’s opinion/comments (via anonymous suggestion) about the 
Della Robbias. Please tell us what you think about displaying them here at St. Jude and the 
Nativity.  There is no right or wrong answer; your feedback is important and needed. There will be
a suggestion box set up to allow anyone to express their feelings anonymously.  If there is 
enough interest, we may hang them in the Sanctuary (or other suggested area) for a couple of 
months and take another opinion poll.  But it is important to get everyone’s thoughts on the 
matter.  

The Della Robbias are currently in Pastor Jude’s office.  All are encouraged to take a look at the 
plaques and then drop a comment.  



   
Sunday Worship Service:
   10:30 am – Holy Eucharist, Rite II
   (9:30 am – Memorial Day weekend thru Labor Day weekend)
   Sunday School 10:15 am (every other Sunday)
   
                       

The Church of St. Jude and the Nativity
(in the Episcopal Diocese of PA)
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Rev. Judith Meckling, Rector
  

Mrs. Michele Foley, Parish Administrator
Mrs. Elizabeth Sitko, Newsletter Editor

 

 The Church of St. Jude and the Nativity
 203 Germantown Pike
 Lafayette Hill, PA 19444-1323

REMINDER:  
September 20 - Sunday School and Godly Play resume,  every other Sunday 

http://www.stjudeandthenativity.org/
mailto:stjude19444@gmail.com

